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in t roduc t ion
T

he Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre is pleased to present Schindler, an exhibit organized and circulated by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
and Vancouver’s Schindler Jews, an exhibit developed by the VHEC about the story of
local survivors rescued by Oskar Schindler.
The story of Schindler, a Sudeten-German industrialist and rescuer of 1,100 Jews,
lends itself to key issues in the history of the Holocaust, most notably the theme of
rescue. This Teacher’s Guide presents strategies for integrating the topic of rescue
during the Holocaust into the classroom and, by extension, for encouraging students
to consider the individual and collective responsibilities of citizens today in responding to contemporary issues of injustice and racism.

Ab ou t the Teacher’s Guide
The Teacher’s Guide includes five classroom lessons, each with a student reading and
documents, as well as activities and discussion questions. Although the lessons can be
used in conjunction with school tours of the Schindler and Vancouver’s Schindler Jews
exhibits, the accompanying texts and visual support material are designed to ensure
that they can be carried out in classes without direct access to the Centre.
Teachers may use one or several of the lessons to facilitate student engagement with
various aspects of the Schindler story and the theme of rescue. Identity and Rescue,
which includes pre and post-visit activities and discussion questions, introduces the
topic of altruism during the Holocaust. By examining the cases of individuals who
risked their lives to help Jews, students begin to consider the possibility for action in
the face of social injustice.
In Lists: The Difference Between Life and Death, students examine various
documentary lists from the Holocaust, including Schindler’s list, in order to gain a
broader understanding of the events and nature of the “Final Solution”.
Students interact with survivor testimonies and artefacts in Vancouver’s Schindler
Jews in order to consider the humanity of the victims, as well as the significance of
eyewitness testimony and archival materials.
Representing Schindler facilitates a more complex engagement with the sources of
historical knowledge of Schindler, and the motivations for Schindler’s act of rescue.
Finally, Rwandan Genocide: Acts of Rescue allows students to link their learning
about rescue during the Holocaust to the Rwandan genocide.
These lessons are accompanied by a timeline, a glossary, and a list of recommended
references. We encourage teachers to adapt materials to suit their needs, and to allow
for a variety of responses and judgements among students confronting the complex
ethical dilemmas associated with the topic of rescue.

in t roduc t ion


I den t i t y and R escue
G oal
To introduce students to the topic of rescue during the Holocaust and the actions of several
individuals who helped Jews at the darkest of times. Students will begin to understand the
history of the Holocaust as an event in which choices exercised by individuals – choices to
act or not to act – had had a momentous impact on many lives.

Charting Identity: A Pre-Visit Activity
After reading Rescue During the Holocaust:
Student Reading (p. 4), students work independently or in small groups to consider the relationship between individual identity and moral
decision-making.

h e ro i de ntity c hart
Create an identity chart for somebody you consider to be a hero. Include biographical informal,
personality traits, strengths, weaknesses, motivations etc.

USHMM

Record your answers to the following:
» What is a hero?
» What action did your hero take?
» What motivated your hero to act?
» What obstacles did your hero face?
Oskar Schindler standing with some of the people he rescued. Munich, Germany, 1946.

h o l o cau s t r e s c u e r i d e n t i t y c h a r t
Create an identity chart for one of the individuals found in the Rescuer Profiles:
Student Reading (p. 5-7).
Record your answers to the following:
» What action did the rescuer take?
» What motivated the rescuer to act?
» What obstacles did the rescuer face?
» What choices did they have? Try to think of at least three courses of action open
to the rescuer.

c las s di sc u s si on
Share your findings with the class and discuss:
» Do the Holocaust rescuers share common identity traits?
» How do the Holocaust rescuers compare to your ideal heroes?
» What do you think motivates some people to help others?
» What prevents others from doing so?
» Do you think these values are innate or learned?

I den t i t y and R escue


vic t i m s , perpe t ra t ors , b y s t anders and rescuers
Define the following terms: victim, perpetrator, bystander and rescuer.
Identify an example of each term from: 1) the Holocaust and 2) your life or
community.
Identify a historical or contemporary situation where an individual moved from a
bystander role to become a perpetrator.
Identify a historical or contemporary situation where an individual moved from a bystander
role to become a rescuer.
What could cause an individual to move from one part of the spectrum to another?

witnessing discrimination: student essay
Pre-visit: Write a short essay reflecting on the following
prompt:
Think about a time when you witnessed the unjust, biased or
prejudiced treatment of another person. Describe the event and
the circumstances related to it. How did the event affect the person
targeted by the injustice? How did it affect the person responsible
for the injustice? How did it affect you or other witnesses?

USHMM

Post-visit: Following your visit to the VHEC, review,
discuss and/or rewrite your essay, identifying the roles
of those involved and the steps that could have been
taken to prevent the unjust occurrence.
A German policeman checks identification of Jews in the Kraków ghetto

reena vir k case s t ud y : pos t- visi t discussion
In 1997, fourteen-year-old Reena Virk was bullied and beaten to death in Saanich,
British Columbia. Two sixteen-year-olds were convicted of murder, and other teenagers were charged in the assault. Several other students were bystanders. Although,
not directly involved in Reena’s death, they were aware of the ongoing intimidation
and bullying and did nothing.
For additional information visit: http://cbc.ca/insidecbc/newsinreview/may2000/Reena/

Discuss:
» Who shares responsibility for the death of Reena Virk?
» What could the bystanders have done to prevent the tragedy?
» Consider incidents of bullying that have occurred in
your school or community. What do these incidents have in common?
» What can students do to move from a position of bystander to one who helps 		
in a safe and realistic manner?
Write or debate about the following statement:
Bystanders are as responsible as perpetrators for the harm done to victims of injustice.

I den t i t y and R escue


rescue during t he holocaus t : s t uden t reading
The act of rescue was rare during the Holocaust. Less than one-half of one percent of those under Nazi
occupation helped Jews. Why some people chose to help while others remained indifferent in the face of
Nazi efforts to exterminate European Jewry challenges our most basic assumptions about human nature.
Those who helped were not saints, but rather ordinary people capable of making ethical decisions and acting
on them at a critical moment in time.
The obstacles to rescue were many. Fear was pervasive in most of the countries under Nazi domination. In
Poland, the Nazis made it very clear that death was the punishment for any Gentile (non-Jew) who assisted
Jews. To help a Jew meant risking the lives of one’s family, neighbours and fellow townspeople – a daunting
prospect for the most heroic of individuals. Historical anti-Semitism (hatred of Jews), deeply rooted in
Western culture, also played an important role in discouraging sympathy for the Jews.
Those that have studied rescue during the Holocaust have not been able to identify traits shared by helpers
or rescuers. Nechama Tec has characterized rescuers as having had a high level of individuality and a commitment to helping the needy. Samuel and Pearl Oliner have suggested that rescuers were more likely to have
had close family relationships and a caring, non-authoritarian upbringing. Altruism - unselfish regard for the
welfare of others - does not appear to be linked to factors such as age, sex, class, education or religion.
Although the term “rescuer” and “helper” are often used interchangeably, in reality, only a few people were
in a position to successfully rescue Jews. Most could at best only help. They helped by hiding Jews, falsifying
documents and securing food and clothing.Yet, despite the helpers most valiant efforts, betrayal by suspicious
or fearful neighbours was a constant threat.
Smuggling Jews into neutral countries generally required the concerted efforts of organized groups, or even a
nation as in the case of Denmark. Some helpers joined resistance groups or other underground organizations,
but many acted independently. Some individuals, such as Oskar Schindler, are well known but most are
known only to the individuals they rescued.
Churches and foreign diplomats were often permitted relative independence by the Nazis, putting them in
the best position to help. As a result, many Jews were issued life saving visas and other safe passes or found
asylum in churches, convents and orphanages. Geography, political climate and other external factors also
played a role in the act of rescue. Jews found refuge more readily in the more sympathetic countries of
Belgium, Denmark and Italy than in Poland, where the death penalty for helping a Jew was more severely
enforced by the Nazis.
It appears that most individuals did not seek out opportunities to rescue but responded when faced with
desperate need or a direct request for help. Some rescuers may have been motivated by friendship with Jews,
some by financial gain and others simply by moral or religious conviction.
Most who helped are reluctant to acknowledge that what they did was in any way extraordinary or heroic.
It is common for rescuers to assert that they only did what they had to, that it was their duty and that they
simply could not have acted otherwise.
People’s actions during the Holocaust challenge us to think about the responsibility of individuals, groups
and nations today. The stories of rescue tell us something about the nature of human response during moral
crisis and provide evidence that opportunities to fight injustice did and can exist.
- Adapted from by “The Role of Rescuers” in Diplomat Rescuers and the Story of Feng Shan Ho, produced by
the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre in partnership with Visas For Life: The Righteous Diplomats and Manli Ho.
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rescuer pro files : s tuden t reading

Oskar Schindler, a Catholic German living in
Czechoslovakia, joined the Nazi party in 1939.
Following the German invasion of Poland, Schindler
moved to Kraków and took over the operation of two
formerly Jewish-owned enamelware factories. Through
army contracts and the exploitation of cheap Jewish
labour from the Kraków ghetto, he amassed a fortune.
In 1942 and early 1943, the Germans began to kill and
deport the ghetto’s population. Several thousand Jews
who survived the ghetto’s liquidation were taken to
Plaszów, a forced labour camp run by the sadistic SS
commandant Amon Göth. Moved by the cruelties he
witnessed, Schindler arranged to transfer his Jewish
workers to barracks at his factory, away from the brutality of the main camp. In
late summer 1944, through negotiations and bribes from his war profits, Schindler
secured permission to move his workers and other endangered Jews to Brünnlitz,
near his hometown of Zwittau in Czechoslovakia. Each of these Jews was placed
on “Schindler’s list.” Schindler and his workforce set up a phoney munitions
factory, which sustained them in relative safety until the war ended.

USHMM

1. o skar sc h i ndle r

2. miep gies

www.annefrank.org

Miep Gies was born in 1909 in Vienna, Austria to a
poor Christian family. In the 1930s she was employed
by Otto Frank and often would speak of how strongly
she disagreed with Nazi policy. When the Nazis invaded Amsterdam, Otto enlisted the help of four of
his employees, including Miep Gies, to hide his family
in an annex of one of his businesses. For two years,
these protectors were the Frank family’s only source
of support, bringing them food and news. While in
hiding, Otto’s daughter, Anne Frank, kept a diary. In
August 1944, the hidden family was betrayed by an
anonymous phone call to the Nazis. After they were
taken away, Gies went back to the annex and found
Anne’s diary, which she saved in the hope of returning
it to the family after the war. Of all those hiding in the
annex, only Otto survived.
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Chiune Sugihara was born in January 1900 to a
Japanese Samurai family who instilled in him a strict
code of ethics, including values of love for family and
children, internal strength and resourcefulness. Three
weeks before all the consulates in Kovno, Lithuania
were to be closed down in August 1940, Jewish representatives approached Chiune Sugihara, the Japanese
consul general, for help in obtaining Japanese transit
visas. Though the Japanese government rejected the
proposal, Sugihara decided to grant visas to Jewish
refugees at the risk of his own career and personal safety. During the weeks
before he was scheduled to leave, he issued at least sixteen hundred visas to
Jews. Some of those rescued by Sugihara eventually moved to Vancouver.

www25.0038.net/~sempo/

3 . c h i u n e s u g i h a ra

Raoul Wallenberg was the son of a noted Swedish family
who studied law in France and architecture and engineering in the United States. He met Jewish refugees
while working in Palestine and his business partner
was a Hungarian Jew whose family was stranded in
Nazi-occupied Hungary. In the spring of 1944, Nazis
began the deportation of Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz.
The Swedish Foreign Ministry, with the support of
the American War Refugee Board sent Wallenberg
to Budapest to help protect those Jews that remained.
Wallenberg issued several hundred Swedish passports to
Hungarian Jews and established Swedish “safe houses”
where Jews could seek refuge in Hungary. His language
skills and self-assured manner enabled him to remove
persons from trains destined for Auschwitz. Wallenberg
was later arrested by the Soviets on suspicions of being a spy and disappeared
in a Soviet prison. Wallenberg is honoured as one of the Righteous Among the
Nations, and Canada has named Wallenberg an honorary citizen in recognition of
his actions during the Holocaust.
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http://www.judiska-museet.a.se

4 . rao u l wa l l e n b e r g

Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, a village in the moutains of
south-central France, was the home of Protestants who
had suffered persecution as a religious minority in
Catholic France. The village’s residents empathized with
Jews as the people of the Old Testament and, under the
leadership of their pastor and his wife, André and Magda
Trocmé, felt it was their duty to help their “neighbours”
in need. Five thousand persecuted Jews found refuge in
Le Chambon, even though hiding Jews was punishable
Children saved by residents of Le Chambon.
by death. The town’s people hid Jews in their homes for
up to four years providing them with forged identification and ration cards and
helped them escape to safety in Switzerland. According to Magda Trocmé, “None
of us thought we were heroes, we were just people trying to do our best.”

USHMM

5. v i l lag e o f le c ham bon - sur - l i g non

Leopold Socha was a petty criminal and a sewer
worker in Lvov, Poland when he discovered a group of
Jews hiding in the rat-infested tunnels of the sewer in
the summer of 1943. They had fled there as the Nazis
murdered the last Jews of the Lvov ghetto. The Jewish
men, women and children could not leave the sewer
and had no way of obtaining food, water, clothing etc,
and one of the women was pregnant. Socha knew that
helping Jews was punishable by death and that if he
betrayed the victims’ whereabouts the Nazis would
reward him. The Jews spent 14 months in the sewer
and Socha brought them food everyday. Although the
Jews did pay him, the amount did not even cover the cost of providing food and
clothing. He also brought them a Jewish prayer book and Sabbath candle sticks
from the remnants of the destroyed Jewish community of Lvov.

I den t i t y and R escue


The Sewers of Lvov, by Robert Marshall,
courtesy Dr. Kristine Keren

6 . l e o p o l d s oc ha

L I S T S : T H E D I FF E R E N C E B E T W E E N L I F E and D E A T H
G oal
Students analyze lists associated with various aspects of the Holocaust in order to
gain an understanding of the bureaucracy integral to Nazi efforts to destroy European
Jewry. Students will learn about the historical value of primary sources, the historical
events that they reflect, and the context in which Schindler acted.

L ists in E veryday Li f e
Brainstorm the types of lists that you and others use in:
» Daily life (to-do lists, phones lists etc)
» Family life (shopping lists, chore lists etc)
» Your community (school attendance lists, 				
		 voting lists etc)
		

What is the purpose of these various lists?

holocaust list s
Students work in small groups with one document selected
from Holocaust Lists: Student Reading (p. 9-13).

Courtesy of Lyliane Thal

Record your answers to the following:
» When was the list made? If no date is marked, 			
		 make an educated guess based on the background 		
		 information provided.
» Who authored the list?
» What is listed?
» What was the purpose of the list?
» What did you learn about the Holocaust from the list?

I just remember hearing my name. I didn’t know if it was
a list of life or death.
—Leon Kaufman, Vancouver Schindler Survivor

Share your findings with the class and work together
to order the lists chronologically.
Discuss:
» How do these lists tell the story of the Holocaust?
» What functions did lists serve during the Holocaust?
» In what way did lists de-humanize victims of
the Holocaust?
» How did Schindler’s list function differently?

Extension: Dar f ur
Students work with list #8, a list of massacres in Darfur, Sudan, 2004.
» Discuss what the list tells us about the current situation in Darfur.
» Research and write about the United Nations’ and/or Canada’s policy on Darfur.
How, in your opinion, should the international community respond to the 			
crisis and why?

L I S T S : T H E D I FF E R E N C E B E T W E E N L I F E A N D D E A T H


Holocaust Lists: S tuden t Reading
1 .		l i s t o f ac t i o n s a n d b oy c o t t s 			
			ag a i n s t j e w s , 1 9 33
About this Document
Announcement issued by the Nazi organization in Celle,
Germany calling upon local citizens not to shop in the
Jewish stores listed. The handbill also lists different aspects of the boycott against Jews. It forbids Nazi party
members to represent Jews in court, to vouch for Jews
in any way, to collect funds offered by Jews for party
purposes, to meet with Jews in public or socialize with
them in pubs, and to wear party insignia while working
in Jewish-owned businesses.

Courtesy of USHMM, Stadtarchiv Celle

Historical Background
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party assumed power in Germany
in January 30, 1933. The elimination of Jews from German
life was central to Nazi ideology. The first organized action
against German Jews took place on April 1, 1933 in the
form of a boycott against Jewish businesses. Nazis posted
signs that advised “Don’t buy from Jews” and “the Jews Are
Our Misfortune.” In addition to the boycotts, Jews were
arrested, beaten, harassed and humiliated.

2 . l i s t o f c o n f i s cat e d j e w i s h 			
			p o s s e s s i o n s , 1 9 4 2
About this Document
A list of possessions taken from the home of Hugo Elbert in
Slovakia in March 1942. The list of confiscated items includes:
blankets, knitting wool, gloves, draperies, shawl, material for
sewing, warm winter underwear, winter coats, comforters,
sweaters, and trousers.

Courtesy of USHMM, Denise Elbert Kopecky

Historical Background
Following the outbreak of WWII on September 1, 1939, the
Nazis immediately placed restrictions on Jews. They were
forced to wear a yellow badge and later the Star of David.
Jews were excluded from certain professions and schools and
were not allowed to own bank accounts. Jewish stores were
forced to display a Star of David and to pay large sums of
money to the Germans. Jewish homes and businesses were
seized. Household items confiscated from Jews were distributed to ethnic Germans.

L I S T S : T H E D I FF E R E N C E B E T W E E N L I F E A N D D E A T H


3. l i st of wor ke r s i n th e pi n sk g h e t to
About this Document
Ghetto worker’s list from Pinsk, Belarus, retrieved from the
Judenrat building.

http://www.jewishgen.org

Historical Background
The Nazis revived the medieval term ghetto to describe
the compulsory Jewish quarters. These were poor sections
of a city where all Jews from the city and surrounding areas
were forced to live. Enclosed by barbed wire or walls, the
ghettos were sealed to prevent people from entering or
leaving. Established mostly in occupied Eastern Europe, the
ghettos were characterized by overcrowding, starvation and
forced labour. The Nazis established “self-governing” Jewish
councils (Judenrats) that were forced to obey Nazi demands.
These councils oversaw the administration of slave labour
within the ghettos, making lists and organizing workers.
All ghettos were eventually liquidated, and the Jews were
deported to concentration camps.

4. list of the numbe r of inte nde d 						
		 jewish victims by country, 194 2
About this Document
List of the number of intended Jewish victims in each country. This list was compiled by Nazis following the Wannsee
Conference in 1942.

Courtesy of Yad Vashem

Historical Background
In January 1942, Nazi and German government leaders gathered for what became known as the Wannsee
Conference to discuss the “final solution to the Jewish
question in Europe”. This was the Nazis’ code name for
the deliberate, carefully planned murder of all European
Jews through the use of forced labour and killing centres.
Never before had a modern state committed itself to the
murder of an entire people.

L I S T S : T H E D I FF E R E N C E B E T W E E N L I F E A N D D E A T H
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5 . list of de porte e s from pari s 		
		 to auschwitz, 1943
About this Document
List compiled by the Nazis identifying the
names, birthdates and birthplaces of Jews on
Convoy 64, from Paris to Auschwitz, December
7, 1943. The list includes names of 575 males
and 422 females, of whom 161 were children.
At liberation in 1945, there were 50 survivors
of this list, 2 of them women.
Courtesy of Memorial of the Jews Deported from France, 1942-1944
by Serge Klarsfeld

Historical Background
In 1942, the Nazis began to deport Jews from
ghettos to slave labour and death camps. The
Nazis’ goal was to resolve the “Jewish question
in Europe” by deporting 3.5 to four million Jews to extermination camps in Eastern
Europe.
Established in 1940 as a concentration camp
in Poland, Auschwitz became a killing centre
in 1942. The number of people who died in
Auschwitz is estimated to be between 1.1 and
1.5 million.

L I S T S : T H E D I FF E R E N C E B E T W E E N L I F E A N D D E A T H
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6 . s c h i n d l e r ’s l i s t
About this Document
List used by Oskar Schindler to transfer Jewish workers from Plaszów concentration camp to safety in his
factory in Brünnlitz, Czechoslovakia.
Historical Background
In October 1944, Schindler gained permission to relocate
his factory, no longer an enamelware factory but by then
a bogus munitions plant, to Brünnlitz in Czechoslovakia.
Through negotiations and bribes from his war profits, he
persuaded Germany military and SS officers to let him
take “essential” Jewish workers with him. He supervised
the preparation of a list of more than 1,000 Jews to be
transferred from Plaszów to Brünnlitz.
Schindler’s famed “list” has become legendary. There
were, in fact, three different lists compiled between
October 1944 and May 1945. The lists were prepared
not by Schindler, but rather by his Jewish associates.

Courtesy of Yad Vashem

Although the significance of being a Schindlerjuden, a
Jew protected by Schindler, might not have been fully
apparent at the time, inmates recognized that Schindler
was actively protecting his workers. Prisoners tried with
pleas and bribes to get their names added to the official
typed orders.
During the Holocaust, the difference between life and
death could be determined by whether one’s name appeared on a list. Schindler’s list offered a rare chance of
survival during the Holocaust.

L I S T S : T H E D I FF E R E N C E B E T W E E N L I F E A N D D E A T H
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7. l i s t o f c h i l d s u rv i v o r s , 1 9 4 5
About this List
Handwritten chart in English listing children at Landsberg
displaced persons’ camp by nationality and age, Germany
1945.

Courtesy of USHMM, Samuel B. Zisman

Historical Background
One-and-a-half million children were among the nearly six
million victims of the Holocaust. Ninety percent of Polish
Jewry perished. Upon the end of World War II in Europe
in May 1945, those few Jews who survived were confronted
with the enormity of their loss. In the period immediately
following liberation, survivors began their search for family.
Some survivors returned to their homes and found them
destroyed or occupied by strangers. Many found members
of their family and community dead or scattered in displaced persons’ camps across Europe. A few attempted to
rebuild Jewish life in the 200 Polish communities, while
others emigrated to Palestine or North America.

8 . l i st of mas sac re s i n dar f ur, sudan, 			
		 2 0 04
About this Document
List of massacres, compiled by refugees from Darfur, Sudan,
in the Touloum refugee camp in Chad, May 2004. The
refugees were desperate to have their stories told – and alert
the world to their plight.

USHMMMuseum

Historical Background
Violence and destruction are raging in the Darfur region
of western Sudan. Since February 2003, government-sponsored militias known as the Janjaweed have conducted a
calculated campaign of slaughter, rape, starvation and displacement in Darfur. It is estimated that 400,000 people
have died due to violence, starvation and disease. More than
2.5 million people have been displaced from their homes
and over 200,000 have fled across the border to Chad. Many
now live in camps lacking adequate food, shelter, sanitation,
and health care. The United States Congress and President
George W. Bush recognized the situation in Darfur as
“genocide.” Darfur, “near Hell on Earth,” has been declared
the worst humanitarian crisis in the world today.
Source: Excerpt from the Save Darfur Coalition website (www.savedarfur.org)

L I S T S : T H E D I FF E R E N C E B E T W E E N L I F E A N D D E A T H
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VA N C O U V E R ’ S S C H I N D L E R J E W S
G oal
To introduce the perspective of survivors rescued by Schindler, fostering empathy
for the individuals and communities lost during the Holocaust and those who
survived. Students will develop an appreciation for the value of survivor testimony
and artefacts in understanding the Holocaust.

learning f ro m survivor testi mon y
In small groups, read Schindler Jews: Student Reading (p. 15)
and one of the survivors included in Vancouver’s Schindler
Jews: Student Reading (p. 16-17).
Discuss:
» How are the two readings different?
» What is the value of each source?
» What are the limitations of each source?
» What do you learn from reading the survivor testimony
that could not be found in a history textbook?
» Now that each of these survivors has passed away, what 		
additional significance do their testimonies have?

Courtesy of Barry Dunner

nom inat e schindler as a rescuer
The title Righteous Among the Nations is awarded to
non-Jews who saved Jews from Nazi persecution at the risk
of their own lives. This award is given by Yad Vashem, the
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Israel. Oskar Schindler received the honorary title of Righteous Among the Nations
in 1962.

A cousin of mine and I were together in the camp

Students select one survivor from the readings and write a
letter from their point of view to Yad Vashem nominating
Schindler for the award. To support the nomination, the
letter should be: 1. historically accurate; 2. persuasive;
3. describe the risks taken and 4. provide evidence from the
survivor’s story.

and she had a boyfriend who was working in the
employment office. He put himself and my cousin on
the list and added my name at the last minute.
—Else (zimmerspitz) dunner, Vancouver Schindler survivor

vancouver ’ s schindler jews
14

ar t e f ac t s t ell a s t or y

schindler jews : s t uden t reading

Work with either Else (Zimmerspitz) Dunner’s Auschwitz
Number (p. 18) or Hidden Photographs (p. 19). Examine
the image only and respond to the following questions:

In October 1944, Schindler was granted permission to
relocate his factory, no longer an enamelware factory but a
munitions plant, to Brünnlitz in Czechoslovakia. Through
negotiations and bribes from his war profits, he persuaded
Germany military and SS officers to let him take “essential”
Jewish workers with him. He prepared a list – “Schindler’s
list” – of more than 1,000 names of Jews, to be transferred
from Plaszów to Brünnlitz.

» Describe: Closely examine the artefact. Write down 			
your first thought, feeling or response to the artefact. If
you are working in a group compare your responses.
» Question: List all the questions that you have about 			
the artefact. If working in a group, share your questions
and make a combined list of questions.
» Predict: Who do you think made the artefact, owned 		
it and used it? When and where do you think it was 			
used? What do you think its purpose might have been? 		
Summarize your ideas about the object.

Although the significance of being a Schindlerjuden, a Jew
protected by Schindler, might not have been fully apparent
at the time, inmates recognized that Schindler was actively
protecting his workers. Prisoners tried with pleas and bribes
to get their names added to the official typed orders.

Students read the the text accompanying the artefact and
respond to the following questions:

En route to Brünnlitz , the women on Schindler’s list were
sent to Auschwitz, 30 miles west of Plaszów, to be quarantined. They anticipated a stopover of a few days. In the end,
they were there for a terrifying three weeks. They were
finally transferred to Brünnlitz, but only after the Jewish
men on Schindler’s list petitioned Schindler to intervene
on their behalf.

» Analyze: What have you learned about the artefact? 			
Who used it, when, where, how and for what purpose? 		
How important do you think this artefact was to the 		
survivor who owned it? What special meaning do you 		
think it might have for that person? Compare what you
now know about the artefact with your initial ideas and
predictions.
» Research: Make a list of any questions that have not 			
yet been answered. Research these questions and 				
present your findings to the group.

Vancouver’s Schindler Jews first encountered Schindler at
the Brünnlitz factory, where they produced un-calibrated
(therefore useless) shells and rocket casings as an intended
act of sabotage by Schindler. Regardless of Schindler’s motivations, these survivors remained understandably grateful
and devoted to the man whose actions saved their lives.

response journal a

Asked why he had intervened on behalf of the Jews,
Schindler replied:

Write a response journal about the story about Else’s hidden
photographs. Consider questions such as:

The persecution of Jews in the General Government in Polish territory gradually worsened in its cruelty. In 1939 and 1940 they
were forced to wear the Star of David and were herded together
and confined in ghettos. In 1941 and 1942 this unadulterated
sadism was fully revealed. And then a thinking man, who had
overcome his inner cowardice, simply had to help. There was no
other choice.

» Think about what you would do if you learned that
you had 24 hours to leave your house, perhaps never to
return. What would you take with you? What would you
hide for posterity? Why?
» Can Kempler’s act of hiding Else’s photographs be 			
thought of as an act of resistance against Nazi efforts to
destroy European Jews? Explain your response.

— Oskar Schindler, 1964 interview

response journal b
At the end of the war, the Schindlerjuden gave Schindler a
ring inscribed with a verse from the Talmud (the source of
Jewish law): “He who saves one life, it is as if he saved the
entire world”. Write a response to this statement, drawing, if
possible, from what you learned in the VHEC exhibits.

vancouver ’ s schindler jews
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Courtesy of Barry Dunner

VHEC Archieves, Bernard Goldberg Collection

Vancouver ’ s Schindler Jews: St uden t Reading

Else (Zimmerspitz) Dunner was an only child raised by
her mother. Her father died before World War II began.

Bernard Goldberg was the youngest in a family of two sisters and three brothers.
His oldest brother Saul immigrated to Montreal and tried unsuccessfully to bring
Bernard to Canada before the war broke out.

1. e l se ( z i m m e r spitz ) dunne r

2 . b e r na r d g o l d b e r g

I was very lucky because I got on Schindler’s list at the very last
minute when I was in Plaszów. A cousin of mine and I were
together in the camp and she had a boyfriend who was working
in the employment office. He put himself and my cousin on the
list and added my name at the last minute.

During the liquidation of Plaszów the ones sent to the left were
sent to Auschwitz and the ones sent to the right were sent to
Gross-Rosen. I was put on Schindler’s list from Gross-Rosen
and lucky for us we only stayed there for two weeks because a
lot of people died there.

The ammunitions factory was all fiction. We did not make
one piece of ammunition. We spent our time knitting. The men
who worked in the yard found wool from an old textile factory
so they got the women to knit. We made socks, shirts, sweaters – everyone was knitting. We even knitted a pullover for
Schindler’s wife.

Schindler’s factory was paradise in comparison to the hell we
experienced in other camps.
- Bernard Goldberg

Schindler was a handsome, good man and we trusted him that
he would help us survive. Schindler saw what was going on and
that it was wrong. He saw what the Nazis were doing to the
Jewish people and he changed. People change.
- Else (Zimmerspitz) Dunner
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Courtesy of Lyliane Thal

Courtesy of Lyliane Thal
Esther (Zuckerman) Kaufman’s Canadian passport.

After meeting in Schindler’s Brünnlitz factory, Esther Zuckerman and Leon
Kaufman were married after liberation.

3 . e s t h e r ( z u c k e r ma n ) k au f ma n

4 . l e o n k au f ma n

I got a job in Schindler’s pots and pans factory that was
outside of Plaszów. I was just lucky to get on the list because
I knew the Jewish man who was writing the list.

I was in line with a father who had been separated from his
son. The father asked me to switch places with his son so that
they could be together. They were sent to Buchenwald and I
took his son’s spot on Schindler’s list. The father and son just
made a choice to stay together. Now I look back at that time
and can see what Schindler did but then I did not know. I just
happened to get on the list. There is nothing special about me,
I just remember hearing my name. I didn’t know if it was a list
of life or death – I just walked. What else could I do?

When I arrived at Auschwitz in the middle of the night the
lights were glaring at us and they sent the German shepherd
dogs on us. I thought the world was coming to an end. While
we were in Auschwitz we kept hoping that Schindler would
take us out. Then came word from Schindler that the Nazis
shouldn’t kill us because he needed us- but Schindler didn’t
really need us-he just wanted to save us. It’s unbelievable, I
will never forget that.

One night when they were serving the soup at the factory I met
my wife [Esther], who was also on Schindler’s list. Schindler
found a way to get extra rations of bread for us. [Oskar
Schindler’s wife] Emilie negotiated with a local mill owner to
get more flour for bread. Schindler would bribe the Nazi guards
and those who came to inspect the factory in order to save us.
Schindler did it, in part, for personal profit. He had had a nice
life during the war but he also saw what the Germans were
doing and he was resisting. He was always thinking of us.

- Esther (Zuckerman) Kaufman

- Leon Kaufman
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else (zimmerspi tz) dunner ’s auschwit z num ber
Upon arrival in Auschwitz, prisoners were either
issued serial numbers that were sewn onto their prisoner uniforms, or they were tattooed, or both. When
Else (Zimmerspitz) Dunner entered Auschwitz, she
received this identification number printed onto a
piece of cloth.

What meaning and power the number – 76493 – had for my mother, Else Dunner! One might
think that this number - painted in red like blood, on cloth, with the Star of David next to it
– would horrify her. Interestingly, the number that was meant to degrade her, over time, became
Else’s badge of courage and honour. So much so, that she became proud of it and carried it with
her at all times in her purse – and she always slept with her purse by her bedside. Perhaps Else
felt that if she could survive the hell on earth that was Auschwitz, with that number sewn to her
sleeve, she could survive anything - so long as she kept that number close at hand. Perhaps it was
a reminder that better times must surely be ahead. Perhaps it was a reminder of her mother, family
and friends who died in the Holocaust, and of all the other lives that were lost. Perhaps it was a
reminder to always do good.
-Barry Dunner, son of Schindler survivor Else Dunner

vancouver ’ s schindler jews
18

else (zimeerspi tz) dunner ’s hidden phot ographs
Schindler survivor Else’s son Barry Dunner tells the story of
how his mother hid family photographs before being deported
from Plaszów concentration camp to Auschwitz:
In her few remaining hours in Plaszów, my mother asked a young
man, Henri Kempler, to save family photos that she had kept with
her. Henri promised to keep them safe and told Else that if they
survived she should contact him. Several months after liberation, back
in her hometown of Bielsko, Poland, my mother received a message
from Henri Kempler asking her to meet him. A few weeks later Else
met Henri at the concentration camp, Plaszów, where they had been
inmates. They walked among the ruins, eventually coming upon the
camp well. Henri jumped in and came up with the photos. He had
placed them in a vessel sealed with tar.
The photos in the jar were accompanied by a note that read: “These
photographs are the property of Else Zimmerspitz, maiden name
Krieger, from Bielsko, and her husband, engineer Zimmerspitz, Karol,
from Kraków. As a proof of friendship Henri Kempler hid them and
included a few personal photos.” The note was signed H. Kempler,
Concentration Camp Kraków/Plaszów, October 27, 1944.
Whenever my mother spoke to students, she would tell this story as
showed them these photos. They were always surprised to observe
that Else had led a normal life before the war. The photos showed
her hiking, skiing, and going on hayrides with friends.

vancouver ’ s schindler jews
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R E P R E S E N T I N G S C H I N D L E R : T H E S T O RY O F A S T O RY
r e c o m m e n d e d f o r s e n i o r s e c o n da ry s t u d e n t s

G oal
Oskar Schindler’s character, as well as his motivations for his
act of rescue, has been the subject of much commentary. A
member of the Nazi party, Schindler exploited cheap Jewish
labour, cultivated business contacts at lavish dinner parties that
he attended with beautiful women friends, and benefited from
lucrative German army contracts. Yet he succeeded in rescuing more that 1,000 Jews and is designated as a “Righteous
Among the Nations” – non-Jews who risked their lives to
save Jews during the Holocaust – by the Yad Vashem Holocaust
memorial in Israel.
This activity encourages students to consider how historical
understanding is constructed from various, often conflicting,
accounts of the past. By interacting with a range of source
materials that account for Schindler’s motivations for saving
Jews, students will not only learn from different perspectives
about Schindler’s motivations, but also of the potential and
limitation of each interpretation.

identifying primary and secondary sources
USHMM

As a class, discuss the difference between a primary and
secondary source.
Classify the following sources as either primary or secondary
sources:
» autobiography
» historical novel
» biography
» memoir
» diary
» news article
» documentary film footage
» novel
» eyewitness testimony
» photograph
» historical film
» poem
» history book

Schindler, named Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem, stands next to
the carob tree that commemorates his heroic actions.

Rank the genres above in order of “reliability” and defend your
decisions.
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analyz ing schindler source mat erials
As a class, discuss:
» What do you know about Schindler? What is your opinion of him? What are
the sources of your knowledge and judgements?
» Schindler is often called an “unlikely hero”, a phrase often associated with his
character. What do you think this phrase means?
Students work in small groups with one of the sources from Schindler Source
Materials: Student Readings (p. 22-24). Note: a clip from Steven Spielberg’s Schindler’s
List may be used in the place of the document sheet devoted to the film.
Record answers to the following:
» Is it a primary or secondary source?
» Who is the author of the excerpt?
» When was it produced?

» What does the source suggest was 				
Schindler’s motivation for rescuing Jews?
» What evidence is used to support this?

Present your findings to your classmates and discuss the variety of interpretations
for Schindler’s motivations.
Work together as a class to rank them in order of reliability. If there is debate
about the ranking, discuss the reasons for the areas of disagreement.

schindler in f ilm: st uden t de b at e
Films such as Steven Spielberg’s Schindler’s List have sparked discussion about
how the Holocaust is represented in popular culture. View the film – or a
portion of the film – as a class and stage a debate in which groups argue one
the following points:
Group 1: The film makes historical errors and misrepresents the Holocaust.
Group 2: The film plays an important role in bringing the Holocaust to a
wider audience.
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schindler source mat erials : st uden t reading
1 . j o u r na l i s m :

		 herbert steinhouse, “the real oskar schindler”, 1949

The first telling of the Schindler story was a 1949 article by Canadian journalist
Herbert Steinhouse. After hearing tales of the “good German” from Schindler
survivors when stationed in Munich after the war, Steinhouse conducted extensive interviews with Schindler Jews, as well as with Schindler and his wartime
accountant Itzhak Stern. Steinhouse could not find a publication interested in
printing his article. His story was largely unread until it was published in 1994 by
the Canadian magazine Saturday Night.
The baffling question that remains is what actually made Oskar Schindler tick. It is
doubtful whether any of the Schindlerjuden [Schindler Jews] have yet discovered the real
answer. One of them guesses that he was motivated largely by guilt, since it seems a safe
assumption that, in order to have earned himself a factory in Poland and the trust of the
Nazis, he must have been a member--perhaps an important one--of the Sudeten German
Party, Czechoslovakia’s pre-war fascist movement.
The only possible conclusion seems that Oskar Schindler’s exceptional deeds stemmed
from just that elementary sense of decency and humanity that our sophisticated age seldom
sincerely believes in. A repentant opportunist saw the light and rebelled against the sadism
and vile criminality all around him. The inference may be disappointingly simple, especially
for all amateur psychoanalysts who would prefer the deeper and more mysterious motive
that may, it is true, still lie unprobed and unappreciated. But an hour with Oskar Schindler
encourages belief in the simple answer.
-“The Real Oskar Schindler,” Herbert Steinhouse. Saturday Night Magazine, April 1994.

2. fiction:

		 t h o m a s k e n e a l ly, s c h i n d l e r ’s l i s t, 1 9 8 2

Schindler was troubled by the lack of German shame, no one could find refuge anymore
behind the idea of German culture, nor behind those pronouncements uttered by leaders to
exempt anonymous men from stepping behind their gardens, from looking out their office
windows at the realities on the sidewalk.
- Schindler’s List, Thomas Keneally. Simon & Schuster, 1982.
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Writer Thomas Keneally was inspired to narrate the Schindler story after meeting
Schindler survivor Leopold Pfefferberg in 1980. He read the documents and the
testimonies, consulted Schindler’s wartime associates, postwar friends, and Jews
rescued by Schindler. Although the book was based on extensive research, the
author decided to call it a novel because of the imagined or recreated dialogue
that he felt was necessary to the narrative.

3. f i l m :

		 s t e v e n s p i e l b e r g , s c h i n d l e r ’s l i s t, 1 9 9 3
Thomas Keneally’s novel served as the basis for Steven Spielberg’s Oscar-winning
film, Schindler’s List. Spielberg created scenes for dramatic effect and identified a
critical point where Schindler turned from Nazi war profiteer to single-minded
rescuer: the liquidation of the Kraków ghetto in March 1943. Spielberg depicted
Schindler, on horseback, viewing the brutality from a hill overlooking the ghetto.
This is the scene in which Spielberg has viewers focus on the girl in the red coat,
which serves as a metaphor for Schindler’s individualization of Jewish victims.
Several of the film’s other dramatic scenes - Schindler’s visit to Auschwitz to secure
the release of 300 women diverted to the camp, for instance – never occurred yet
have become integral to popular perceptions of Schindler.
Both Keneally and Spielberg, working with the genres of historical novel and film
respectively, created scenes for dramatic effect and suggested that a turning point
– the liquidation of the Kraków ghetto in 1943 – was responsible for Schindler’s
transformation from profiteer to rescuer.

e x t e r i o r h i l l t o p c l e a r i n g - daw n.

e x t. s t r e e t - daw n.

The galloping horses break through to a clearing high on a hill.The
riders pull in the reins and the hoofs rip at the earth. Schindler
smiles at the view, the beauty of it with the sun just coming up.
From here, all of Kraków can be seen in striking relief.

A truck thundering down the street obscures her for a moment.
Then she’s moving past a pile of bodies, old people executed in
the street.

i n t e r i o r apartm e n t b u i l d i n g s - daw n.

Schindler watches: she’s so conspicuous, yet she keeps moving - past
crowds, past dogs, past trucks - as though she were invisible.

e x t. h i l l t o p - daw n.

Families are routed from their apartments by Nazi officers. An
appeal to be allowed to pack is answered with a rifle butt; an
unannounced move to a desk drawer is countered with a shot.

e x t. s t r e e t - daw n.
Patients in white gowns, and doctors and nurses in white, are
herded out the doors of a convalescent hospital. The small figure in
red moves past them. Shots explode behind her.

e x t. s t r e e t s , g h e t t o - daw n.
Spilling out of the buildings, they’re herded into lines without
regard to family consideration; some other unfathomable system
is at work here. The wailing protests of a woman to join her
husband’s line are abruptly cut off by a short burst of gunfire.

e x t. h i l l t o p - daw n.
Short bursts of light flash throughout the ghetto like stars.
Schindler, fixated on the figure in red, loses sight of her as she
turns a corner.

e x t. h i l l t o p - daw n.
From here, the action down below seems staged, unreal; the rifle
bursts no louder than caps. Dismounting, Schindler moves closer
to the edge of the hill, curious. His attention is drawn to a small
distant figure, all in red, at the rear of one of the many columns.

i n t. a pa r t m e n t b u i l d i n g - daw n.
She climbs the stairs. The building is empty. She steps inside an
apartment and moves through it. It’s been ransacked. As she
crawls under the bed, the scene drains of colour. The gunfire outside
sounds like firecrackers.

e x t. s t r e e t - daw n.
Small red shoes against a forest of gleaming black boots. A Nazi
officer occasionally corrects the little girl’s drift, nudging her gently
back in line with the barrel of his rifle. A volley of shots echoes
from up the street.

Screenplay by Steven Zailian
Based on the novel by Thomas Keneally
Directed by Steven Spielberg

e x t. h i l l t o p - daw n.
Schindler watches as the girl slowly wanders away unnoticed by
the SS. Against the gray of the buildings and street she’s like a
moving red target.
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4. memoir :

		 emi ly schindler, where light and shadow meet, 1997

“Look Emilie,” he [Oskar Schindler] answered sadly, “the situation is becoming
even more unbearable. Göth has decided to close the Plaszów camp and send all the
prisoners, including our workers, to Auschwitz. I’ve talked to him several times, but I
haven’t been able to change his mind, no matter how hard I tried. The important thing
is finding a way to move our people to some other place in order to go on working.
I’ve been offered a munitions factory in Brünnlitz, which seems to be an ideal place.
But I don’t know what else to do to persuade him to authorize the transfer. I have
offered him diamonds, jewellery, money, vodka, cigarettes, caviar…I just can’t think of
anything else. Another problem that worries me is the list of people we are to submit
to him. I don’t really know the men, their families; I barely know the names of the
few who come to our office when something is needed. But I have no idea about the
others…I have spoken to the people who have sold me the factory. One of the Jews
will arrange to draw up a list of the workers we shall take to Brünnlitz. All this really
worries and depresses me, I am not used to not being in charge of things.

http://www.dhm.de/

In response to the heroic portrait of her late husband popularized by Spielberg’s
film, Schindler’s estranged wife Emilie Schindler – herself honoured as Righteous
Among the Nations – wrote a memoir in which she takes an active role in the
story of rescue. According to Emilie, Schindler’s Jewish associates played a significant role in spurring Schindler to action.

- Where Light and Shadow Meet, Emilie Schindler. W.W. Norton & Co, 1996.

5 . h i s t o ry :

		 dav i d m . c r ow e , o s k a r s c h i n d l e r : t h e u n t o l d 		
		 ac c o u n t o f h i s l i f e , wa r t i m e ac t i v i t i e s , a n d 		
		 t h e t r u e s t o ry b e h i n d t h e l i s t, 2 0 0 4

[One of Schindler’s protected Jews] Itzchak Stern’s comments about the impact of the
closing of the ghetto on Oskar were probably another source for the mythical story. According
to Stern, the murder of the children in the ghetto’s kinderheim (children’s home) during
the brutal closing of the Kraków ghetto on March 13-14th, 1943, prompted Oskar’s firm
commitment to do everything he could to save as many Jews as possible. Stern said that this
was the crucial incident that unsettled Schindler’s mind. Schindler had changed overnight
and was never the same again. Though Oskar would undoubtedly be shocked by the murder
of the kinderheim children, other evidence suggests that he had already chosen his path
sometime before the tragedy. The kinderheim horror simply made him more determined to
save as many Jews as he could.
- Oskar Schindler The Untold Account of His Life, Wartime Activities, and the True Story Behind The List, David M. Crowe. Westview Press,
2004.

R E P R E S E N T I N G S C H I N D L E R : T H E S T O RY O F A S T O RY
24

www.elon.edu

Historian David M. Crowe has examined documentary evidence associated with
the story in order to separate fact from fiction. Crowe finds no single turning point
that made Schindler a rescuer, but suggests a number of explanations – economic
self-interest, strong personal ties with Jews, as well as a streak of non-conformity
– for his altruism. Crowe argues that Schindler was able to rescue Jews not in spite
of his flaws, but rather because of them. It was Schindler’s misdeeds, as a German
intelligence agent, as profiteer, and as a Nazi comfortable in the sinister world of
the SS, that placed him in a position to facilitate his act of rescue.

RW A N D A N G E N O C I D E : A C T S O F R E S C U E
G oal
To encourage students to apply what they’ve learned
about Schindler to a case of contemporary genocide
and to consider the possibility of individual action in
the face of social injustice.

de fining genocide
Genocide is the deliberate and systematic destruction
of a racial, political, or cultural group. Discuss:
» What constitutes genocide?
» What groups have been victims of genocide?
» What economic, political and social factors 			
might lead to genocide?
» How does genocide begin? How can genocide be
prevented?
An excellent source of general information about genocide
is the Armenian Genocide Resource Library for Teachers:
http://www.teachgenocide.org/genocides/index.htm.
Photograph by Gilles Peress

Read Rwandan Genocide: Student Reading (p 26).
Discuss:
» What were some of the causes of the killings,
both long and short-term?
» Describe and evaluate the response of the 				
international community.

ac ts of rescue
In small groups, work with one individual in the Rescuer Profiles: Student Reading (p. 27-28).
Record your answers to the following:
» What action did the rescuer take?
» What motivated the rescuer to act?
» What obstacles did the rescuer face?
» Do the rescuers share common characteristics? (Reference the identity chart 					
exercise in the Identity & Rescue activity.)
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crim es against humani ty: research projec t
Research the United Nations’ policy on genocide. Write an essay on the following topic: What
role did the Holocaust play in the development of international policies against genocide and
crimes against humanity?

genocide preven t ion: ac t ivis m projec t
Research possibilities for action in response to genocide. Create a school poster campaign about what
you and other students can do to combat genocide in Darfur.
Useful sources of information about contemporary genocide, Darfur and student activism include:
US Holocaust Memorial Museum: www.committeeonconscience.org.
Canadian Students For Darfur: http://csfdarfur.net

Rwandan G enocide : St uden t R eading
Located in Central Africa, Rwanda has a population of seven million comprised of two main
ethnic groups, the Hutu and the Tutsi. Although Hutus account for 90 percent of the population,
the Tutsi minority were the dominant power while Rwanda was under Belgian colonial rule.
Following independence from Belgium in 1962, the Hutu majority seized power and reversed the
roles, oppressing the Tutsis through systematic discrimination and violence. Over 200,000 Tutsis
fled to neighbouring countries and formed a rebel guerrilla army, the Rwandan Patriotic Front.
In 1990, this rebel army invaded Rwanda and forced Hutu President Juvenal Habyalimana into
signing an accord, which mandated that the Hutus and Tutsis would share power.
Ethnic tensions in Rwanda were heightened in October 1993 upon the assassination of Melchior
Ndadaye, the first popularly elected Hutu president of neighbouring Burundi. In April 1994,
Rwandan President Habyalimana and Burundi’s new President, Cyprien Ntaryamira, held several
peace meetings with Tutsi rebels. On April 6, while returning from a meeting in Tanzania, a small
jet carrying the two presidents was shot down and the two men were killed.
Beginning on April 6, 1994, and for the next hundred days, over 800,000 Tutsis were killed by
Hutu militia. The small United Nations peacekeeping force was overwhelmed. The United States,
France, Belgium, and Italy all began evacuating their own personnel from Rwanda, neglecting the
plight of those being massacred. Both the UN and the US refrained from labeling the killings as
genocide, which would have necessitated some kind of emergency intervention. The remaining
UN peacekeeping troops were pulled out, leaving behind only a small force of about 200 soldiers
for the entire country.
The Hutu, now without opposition from the world community, engaged in frenzied killing.
The Rwandan state radio, controlled by Hutu extremists, further encouraged the murders by
broadcasting non-stop hate propaganda and even pinpointed the locations of Tutsis in hiding.
The killers were aided by members of the Hutu professional class, including journalists, doctors
and educators, along with unemployed Hutu youths and peasants who killed Tutsis to steal their
property.
The killings only ended after armed Tutsi rebels, invading from neighbouring countries, managed
to defeat the Hutus and halt the genocide in July 1994.
Sources:
http://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/genocide/rwanda.htm
http://www.unitedhumanrights.org/Genocide/genocide_in_rwanda.htm
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R escuer P ro files : St uden t R eading

1 . r o m é o da l l a i r e

Cour tesy of CBC News

Canadian General Roméo Dallaire was the Commander of
United Nations peacekeeping force deployed to Rwanda
in 1993. General Dallaire forwarded critical intelligence
predicting the start of the Rwandan genocide to the UN
in New York, months before the killings began. His superiors ignored his warnings with disastrous results. During
the conflict, General Dallaire maintained safe areas for
thousands of terrorized Rwandans with fewer than 1,000
troops, scant resources, and little support from the UN or
the international community.

2 . ca p ta i n m b ay e d i ag n e

Video still from PBS
documentar y Ghosts of Rwanda

Mbaye Diagne, a Senegalese member of the United Nations
observation team during the genocide, ignored the UN’s
orders not to intervene, and saved the lives of potential
genocide victims by charming his way past checkpoints
of killers and conducting independent rescue missions.
Captain Mbaye personally saved hundreds of Rwandan
lives. Mbaye was killed instantly on May 31st, 1994, when
a mortar shell hit his jeep as he drove back to the UN
headquarters in Kigali.

3. ph i l i p pe gai l lard

Video still from PBS
documentar y Ghosts of Rwanda

Philippe Gaillard, from Geneva, Switzerland, headed the
Red Cross mission in Rwanda during the genocide. Despite
his life being threatened on numerous occasions by armed
militias, he challenged the extremist government by providing a safe haven and comprehensive medical support for
thousands of sick and wounded Rwandans regardless of ethnicity. With the support of the International Committee of
the Red Cross in Geneva, Gaillard worked tirelessly to get
the word out to the international media about the ongoing
slaughter in Rwanda, and is believed to have helped the
Red Cross save an estimated 65,000 lives.
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4 . pau l r u s e s a b ag i na

Cour tesy of BBC News

Dubbed by some as the “Oskar Schindler of Africa”, Paul Rusesabagina sheltered
more than 1,200 Tutsis and moderate Hutus within the walls of the luxury hotel
he managed in Kigali, while outside hundreds of thousands were murdered. He
bribed Hutu soldiers and petitioned influential officials, risking his personal wellbeing in order to save lives.

5 . ca r l w i l k e n s
The American pastor Carl Wilkens chose to stay in Rwanda during the genocide
after other foreigners had been evacuated, traveling miles to bring water and necessities to an orphanage. When the Hutu militia threatened to massacre everyone
inside the orphanage, he petitioned Kigali police to stop the attack, saving the lives
of hundreds of children.
Courtesy of La Sierra
U n i ve r s i t y

6 . h utu re sc ue r s
Many Hutu Rwandans from all walks of life risked or lost their lives because they
intervened or refused to participate in the murder of Tutsis. These individuals
saved lives in various ways. Some refused to reveal where their neighbours were
hiding and instead provided them with food, water, and information regarding
safe places to hide. Some refused to participate in the attacks and other hid Tutsi
spouses, family members, or neighbours in their own homes. These individuals
were labelled “weak” by Hutu extremists, and were often killed because they
refused to take part in genocide.
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schindler t i m eline

September 1, 1939		

Germany invades Poland; World War II begins.

October 26, 1939 		

Kraków becomes capital of German-occupied Poland.

December 1939			

Schindler takes over enamelware factory in Kraków.

1940 – early 1941		

Nazis expel many Jews in Kraków to other towns.

March 1941 				

Nazis establish ghetto in Kraków.

June 1942					

Nazis construct Plaszów forced labour camp.

June-October 1942		
								

March 1943 				
								

August 1944

				
								

October 1944

				
								
								
								

January 1945				

Kraków ghetto population is reduced
through deportations and mass shootings.

Nazis liquidate Kraków ghetto. Soon after, Schindler 		
sets up branch camp at his factory.

Schindler’s factory is closed; his Jewish workers are 			
taken back to Plaszów.

Schindler compiles list of Jews to be protected as 				
“essential workers” in Brünnlitz, and workers are
transferred from Plaszów via Gross-Rosen and 				
Auschwitz.

								

Plaszów camp is closed; remaining prisoners are 				
deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau.

May 8, 1945					

World War II ends in Europe.

May 9, 1945					

Soviet army liberates Brünnlitz sub-camp.

April 28, 1962

				
								

Schindler is named Righteous Among the Nations by 		
Yad Vashem, Israel.

October 9, 1974			

Schindler dies in Frankfurt, Germany.
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g ro s s - ro se n

glossar y

Gross-Rosen, which had been a satellite camp of Sachsenhausen, Germany, became
an independent camp in 1941 and remained operational until 1945. The living and
working conditions at the camp, which was near an SS-owned granite quarry, were
particularly brutal. Sick and emaciated prisoners were sent to the killing centers that
were parts of the Nazi “euthanasia” program. Of the 125,000 prisoners who passed
through the camp, 40,000 lost their lives.

adol f h it le r

h o l o cau s t

Born in 1889, became leader of the Nazi Party in 1921 and later Chancellor of
Germany from 1933-1945. Led Germany into a world war and was the prime
initiator of the Holocaust. Hitler killed himself in a Berlin bunker at the end of the
war. Contrary to myth, Hitler did not have any Jewish ancestry.

The mass murder of nearly 6 million European Jews by the Nazis and their
collaborators during World War II. Many individuals and groups were persecuted
and suffered at the hands of the Nazis, but only the Jews were targeted for total
‘extermination’.

am o n l e o p o l d g ö t h

k ra k ó w, p o l a n d

SS captain and commandant in charge of Plaszów. Posted to the forced labour camp
in 1943, Göth was notorious for terrorizing inmates with random acts of violence
and murder. Eventually tried for wartime atrocities and found guilty for deaths of
22,000 people. Executed in Kraków in 1946.

Home to one of the oldest and most important Jewish communities in Europe,
Kraków, Poland, was home to some 60,000 Polish Jews before the war. The city was
occupied by the Germans in September 1939 and declared the capital of the General
Government (Nazi government of German-occupied Poland).

anti - se m iti sm

k ra k ó w / p o d g ó r z e g h e t t o

Opposition to or hatred of Jews. Wilhelm Marr coined the term in the late 1870s but
the word has come to denote hatred of Jews, in all of its forms, throughout history.

A ghetto measuring 600 X 400 meters was established in March 1941 in Kraków’s
Podgórze district. Jews from the neighbouring communities were packed into the
ghetto, and, by the end of the year, 20,000 Jews were imprisoned in Podgórze. From
1942 – 1943, the ghetto population was decimated through deportations to the
Belzec and Auschwitz death camps. In March 1943, 2,000 Jews were transferred to
the Plaszów forced-labor camp.

a rya n

Before the end of the 19th Century, the term had taken on racial definitions, often
referring to people whose ancestors were Northern European and thus “purer” than
“lesser races”. The Nazis viewed Jews and other non-Aryan people such as Gypsies
(Roma and Sinti) and Poles as either inferior or subhuman.

a rya n i z at i o n

l i q u i dat i o n

The Nazi term for the stealing, plundering or takeover of Jewish property.

Term used by the Nazis for clearing Jews and other victims out of a ghetto, town or
camp. Liquidation could also mean murder.

au s c h w i t z - b i r k e nau

na z i s

Established in 1940 as a concentration camp in Poland, it became a killing centre
in 1942. Auschwitz I was the central camp; Auschwitz II, known as Birkenau, was
the killing centre; and Auschwitz III, known as Monowitz or Buna, was the slavelabour camp. In addition, there were numerous subsidiary camps. Auschwitz was
liberated by the Soviet Army on January 27, 1945. The number of people who died
in Auschwitz is estimated to be between 1.1 and 1.5 million.

Name for the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, which was formed in
1919. Adolf Hitler joined the Party in September 1919, when it was called the
German Workers’ Party. The following year the Party added “National Socialist”
to its name.

o skar sc h i ndle r

Born April 28, 1908 to a middle-class, Catholic, German-speaking family in
Zwittau, Czechoslovakia, Schindler joined the Nazi party when Germany annexed
Czechoslovakia in 1938. He would use his business and political connections to
save over 1,000 Jews by employing them in his munitions factory and by using his
influence to stave off efforts to deport them to the death camps.

b rünnl itz

Located in the Sudetenland (Czechoslovakia in World War II), Brünnlitz became
the site of Schindler’s bogus munitions plant near his hometown of Zwittau in
1944. Schindler arranged for Brünnlitz to become a sub-camp of Gross-Rosen that
produced un-calibrated (and therefore useless) shells and rocket casings, an intended
act of sabotage.

p las zów

Forced labour camp on the outskirts of Kraków constructed in mid-1942 on top of
two razed Jewish cemeteries. At times the inmate population exceeded 20,000 and
included Jews, Poles, Roma and German criminals. Originally policed by Ukrainian
guards, Plaszów was transformed into a concentration camp controlled by the
SS in 1944. In 1945 Plaszów closed and remaining prisoners were transferred to
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

c o n c e n t rat i o n cam p s

The Nazis established prison camps shortly after assuming power in 1933 to hold
and isolate political opponents and those considered to be “racially” undesirable
such as Jews and Gypsies. Most of the approximately 1800 camps were transit or
labour camps. The first were Dachau, Buchenwald, and Sachsenhausen. After the
occupation of Poland, extermination camps were established for mass murder at
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Treblinka, Sobibor, Belzec, Chelmno and Majdanek.

r i g h t e o u s a m o n g t h e nat i o n s

Program developed by Yad Vashem in 1963 as a way to honour non-Jewish
people who rescued Jews during the Holocaust. To be considered for the award,
a commission headed by an Israeli Supreme Court Justice requires proof that the
rescuer risked his or her freedom, life or safety, saved one or many Jewish lives, and
did so without any monetary or material compensation. Testimony from a first-hand
witness of the rescue is often necessary. To date, approximately 21,310 non-Jewish
people from roughly 42 different countries have been awarded the title Righteous
Among the Nations.

d e p o r tat i o n

Initially an effort to rid German-held land of Jews, deportation eventually became
a means to deliver Jews to concentration camps and to implement the “Final
Solution”.

deutsche emailwaren fabrik/d.e.f./emalia

Schindler’s enamelware factory in Zablocie. Schindler renamed the factory Deutsche
Emailwaren Fabrik (German Enamelware Factory) when he took it over in 1939.
It was known as “D.E.F” to the Germans and “Emalia” to the Poles. After the Nazi
destruction of the Kraków ghetto in 1943, Schindler arranged for Emalia to become
a sub camp of Plaszów.

ss

Abbreviation for Schutzstaffel (Defense Protective Units), usually written with two
lightning symbols. Initially established as Hitler’s personal bodyguard, the SS was
transformed into a larger organization by Heinrich Himmler. Although some SS
units were assigned to the battlefield, the organization is best known for its role in
the destruction of European Jewry.

e x t e r m i nat i o n cam p ( d e at h cam p )

A camp in the concentration camp system designed for the singular purpose of
murdering Jews and other victims. Sometimes referred to as a Death Camp. Some
extermination camps were connected to concentration, labour and transit camps.

s ta r o f dav i d

f i na l s o lu t i o n

The Nazi code name for the plan to exterminate the Jews of Europe. Intended as a
resolution to what the Nazis called the ‘Jewish Question’.

Symbol adopted by the Nazis as a way to identify Jews. In 1939, Polish Jews were
required to wear the star. This requirement was later extended to Russia, Germany
and Nazi-occupied Europe. The Star of David is a generally recognized symbol of
Judaism and Jewish identity. It is also known as the Jewish Star.

ge nocide

e m i l i e sc h i ndle r

Systematic killing, in part or in whole, of a group of people or nation. Term was
first coined in 1943 by the Jewish lawyer Raphael Lemkin. “Genos” in Greek means
tribe or race, and “cide” is from Latin, meaning to kill.

The wife of Oskar Schindler. She assisted sick Jews in the Brünnlitz factory and
negotiated with local citizens to acquire more food for the Jewish workers. She was
awarded the honour of “Righteous Gentile” by Yad Vashem for her efforts.

g h et to

sc h i ndle r j ude n

The term “ghetto” originated from the name of the Jewish quarter in Venice,
established in 1516. During World War II, ghettos were city districts (often enclosed)
in which the Germans forced the Jewish population to live under miserable
conditions. Ghettos isolated Jews by separating Jewish communities from the nonJewish population and from neighbouring Jewish communities. The Nazis established
over 800 ghettos throughout Eastern Europe.

Literally, “Schindler’s Jews,” the term refers to the Jewish people who were put on
Schindler’s list and sent to Brünnlitz, and therefore saved from extermination by
the Nazis.
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The Chambon Foundation
http://www.chambon.org/
Nonprofit organization dedicated to documenting and
honoring the rescue efforts of the residents in and around
Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, France, who risked their lives
to shelter 5,000 Jews, many of them children, from the
Nazis. Includes photographs, biographies, book excerpts,
and links to related websites and online articles.
The International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation
http://www.raoulwallenberg.net/
A comprehensive Web site on the life and work of
Raoul Wallenberg. Features a listing of organizations
and memorials dedicated to the memory of Raoul
Wallenberg worldwide, news updates, a bibliography and
collection of links, and biographical information about
other rescuers during the Holocaust.
The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous
http://www.jfr.org/
Web site for a nonprofit organization dedicated to
honoring and supporting the surviving non-Jewish
Holocaust rescuers. Provides capsule biographies of a
selection of rescuers and descriptions of the educational
efforts and donation programs of the organization
Polish Righteous: Those Who Risked Their Lives
http://www.savingjews.org/
Personal Web site that provides information about 5,600
non-Jewish Polish citizens who have been recognized as
Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem for their
efforts to save Jews during the Holocaust.
To Save a Life: Stories of Holocaust Rescue
http://www.humboldt.edu/~rescuers/
An online book by Ellen Land-Weber, a professor in
the art department at Humboldt State University in
Arcata, California. Based on interviews the author
conducted with individuals who have been recognized
by Yad Vashem in Israel as “Righteous Gentiles.” Features
rescuers’ stories, photographs, and short biographies of
Holocaust survivors and rescuers.
Visas for Life
http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/site/
pp.aspx?c=hkLTJ8MUKvH&b=475889
Online exhibition by the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s
Museum of Tolerance about the rescue efforts of
Chiune Sugihara, Japanese Consul to German-occupied
Lithuania, who issued Japanese transit visas to as many as
6,000 Polish Jews.
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