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LEON K.
Leon was born on August 6, 1920, in Krakow, Poland. He had one sister, who was two years younger, and his father 

worked in wholesale dry goods. His family wasn’t religious, but his father was a Zionist. Leon experienced significant 

antisemitism in the city, which worsened when Hitler came to power in 1933. He graduated in 1939 and was 

accepted to Columbia University in New York City. Unfortunately, when the Second World War broke out, his father 

wouldn’t allow him to leave. 

In 1940, Leon’s family was forced to move into a single room inside the newly formed Krakow ghetto. That year,  

the Germans arrested 20 prominent people, including Leon’s father, and transported them to Auschwitz to help 

build the concentration camp. Leon arranged for his sister and mother to be smuggled across the border to 

Hungary, but they were arrested at the border and shot. Eventually, Leon himself was arrested, jailed in the ghetto 

and tortured. When the ghetto was liquidated, he was sent to Płaszów labour camp. 

In 1944, Płaszów was liquidated and Leon was sent to Buchenwald. Fortunately, he was placed on “Schindler’s list” 

and transported in cattle cars to the Brünnlitz factory. He spent one year in Brünnlitz, where he met his wife. On May 

9, 1945, when armistice was declared, Leon returned home. Returning Jews were not welcome in Krakow and Leon 

was chased out of the city. 

Leon got married in Poland and moved to France with his wife in 1947. In 1954, they came to Canada, where Leon 

become a cutter in a factory. Later, he became a real estate agent. In 1971, he and his wife met Oskar Schindler at 

Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust Remembrance Center in Israel.


