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ESTERA K.
Estera was born in 1915 in Łopuszka Mała, Poland, near the Russian border. She was the eldest of four children. 

Estera attended compulsory Catholic public school, where she experienced antisemitism. The teachers were 

generally cruel, except for the principal, who tended to protect the Jewish children. Fearing the worst, Estera 

wanted to join a Zionist organization and move to Palestine, but her family was reluctant to leave Poland. 

In the early 1930s, she began hearing about Hitler and Nazism, but could not convince her family to leave their life 

in Poland. Finally, her parents allowed Estera to go on a six-week holiday with her older cousin to Holland, where she 

ultimately decided to stay. In Holland, she met her husband, also originally from Poland, and had her son Robert in 

1940. She managed to correspond with her parents until 1941, when they were deported. 

When Estera and her husband received their papers “inviting” them to be deported to Westerbork, they decided to go 

into hiding. Because they were unable to find a safe place for the three of them together, Robert was hidden with a 

neighbour. Estera and her husband went to stay with a gentile friend who was a furrier, but would eventually leave the 

home in 1943 to live in separate accommodations for the rest of the war. On one occasion during the war, both Estera 

and her husband were fortunate to be able to visit their son with his foster family. 

When the war ended, Estera brought her son home, but by this time he had become very attached to his foster family. 

She asked them to come and visit daily to make the transition easier. In 1949, they moved to Israel. Estera’s husband 

found the climate in Israel too difficult, so they decided to move to Canada, where she had an uncle in Vancouver.


