LESSON 3
ATHLETE POSTSCRIPTS

EVA DAWES

High jumper Eva Dawes returned from Europe disappointed at the cancellation of the
People’s Games in Barcelona. Suspended from the Amateur Athletic Union of Canada,
Dawes was also prohibited from entering amateur competition in Canada. In 1937,
a year after arriving back in Canada, Dawes moved to England, where she married.
While she remained interested in sport, she never competed again. Dawes died in
England on May 30, 2009 at the age of 96.

PHIL EDWARDS

Just before he left for Berlin to compete as part of Canada’s Olympic track and field
team, Phil Edwards was awarded a degree in medicine from McGill University. Winner
of multiple medals and one of the first African-Canadians to represent Canada at the
Olympics, he was also the first winner of the prestigious Lou Marsh Trophy in 1936.
Edwards went on to serve in the Canadian Army during the Second World War. He
earned the rank of Captain. After the war he joined the staff of Montreal’s Royal Victoria
Hospital and became a tropical disease expert. He was inducted into Canada’s Sports
Hall of Fame in 1997. Edwards passed away on September 6, 1971.

SAMMY LUFTSPRING

Shortly after returning from Europe in 1936, Sammy Luftspring gave up his amateur
status and turned to professional boxing. In 1938, he won the Canadian Welterweight
Championship and was ranked the third best welterweight in the world. Luftspring’s
hopes of challenging for the World Welterweight title were dashed when he suffered a
detached retina in the ring. He was forced to give up professional boxing and turned to
refereeing and business. He was inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame in 1985.
Luftspring died on September 27, 2000.

IRVING “TOOTS” MERETSKY

Irving Meretsky returned from the Berlin Olympics a member of the silver medal Ford
V8s. For several years he continued to play for the team before becoming a player-
coach in Port Alberni, British Columbia. In 1941, he returned to Windsor, where he
coached amateur basketball and managed the Meretsky family-owned furniture store.
He was inducted into the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame, the Ontario Sports Hall of
Fame, and the Windsor/Essex County Sports Hall of Fame. Because only eight medals
were available for the Canadian basketball team, Meretsky did not receive his Olympic
silver medal until 1996, on the 60th anniversary of the Berlin Games. Meretsky died on
May 18, 2006.



